
Story from Jammu – Crossing the First Hurdle 

The State of Jammu & Kashmir was the latest addition to the YMP pilot project. Although the 
selected school, Government Girls’ Higher Secondary School, Mubarak Mandi, joined the YMP 
in late January, the teacher –in-charge, Dr. Ravinder K. Jangral, is a very enthusiastic and 
proactive teacher who is highly keen on implementing the program in his school. While he was 
committed to doing utmost justice to the program, his initial effort to enroll students into the 
program was met with much resistance from the parents/guardians of students.  

The YMP was a program that they had never heard of, it was not prescribed in the school 
curriculum and e-learning was a mode of teaching-learning that parents were not very convinced 
about. The biggest concern, however, was the amount of time that it would take away from 
regular study time that the students put in every day. Undeterred, Dr. Jangral decided to 
popularize the program by advertising it prominently on the school bulletin board. All interested 
students were asked to pick up application forms (attached) from the school office, fill them in 
and get them signed by the guardians for their approval.   

This open advertisement stirred the curiosity of many students who began to take notice and 
express interest in the program. Subsequently, many students queued up to collect the application 
form. Since the number of applications received was high and only 5 students could be 
accommodated in one group, the students were asked to take an entrance test to ensure a fair 
selection procedure. The question paper included 10 objective questions based on environmental 
awareness and basic computer operations, and 3 subjective questions (attached). Those who 
scored the highest, formed the first YMP group of the school.  

Today, Tanu Bakshi, Shriya Mahajan, Marvi Sharma, Sucheta Sharma and Khushboo Dogra 
from Student group (13:40) in Classroom Melanhyphus has successfully completed nine 
missions and is working hard to complete the remaining nine. They do not have internet access at 
school so they visit cyber cafes to access their courseware and to upload assignments. Their 
teacher also tries to download as much material as possible so as to facilitate the learning 
process. The group meets after school hours every day and sometimes even at their teacher’s 
residence. They work as a team and learn from one another, from other student groups and from 
their teacher. Their assignments are extremely well researched and reflect their hard work and 
interest in the YMP.  As this group progresses towards their 10th mission, another interested 
group is gearing up to join the YMP platform. 


